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The Notorious Chi

oago City Clerk Is

Charged with “Lobbying’’ for Tel- -
ephone Tunnel Ordinance.

—_——

Recalls Peculiar Incident When Important
Amendments Were Said to Be Omit-
ted from Records.

Grand Jury May Be Called on to Inves-
tigate the Conduct of This '
Office.

Illinois Telephone and Telegraph Company
Constructs Enormous Tunnel Under Fran-
chise to Lay Wires. .

Seeks Supplemental Ordinanceincreasing Scope
of Power—If Passed, State's Attorney
May Investigate.

Once agnin The Eagle naserts that It
Is the duty of the Grand Jury, with the
ussistanee of the State's Attorney, to
Investignte the conduet of the Clty
Clerk’'s offies,

This thine the Investigntion could he
commenced (with prospects of Imme-
dinte beneticlal results for the publie),
with the now  celebrated telephone
tunnel deal.

This dedl ot to use o stronger term)
Is one of the most extraondinnry In the
history of the Chiceago Clty Counell
even In the most pleturesque duys of
that body.

Or this, however, more nnon, The
Eagle tifst desires to call attention to
the purt played by the Clty Clock's
office In connection with the affale In
questlon,

It will be rememberad that several
woeeks ago there was a great ndo over
the fuet that some  very  lmportant
anmendments (e the company’s  ordl-
nunee were hurely referred to in the
records Instend of belng printed lu full,
il when questioned about the matter
Clty Clerk "Billle" Loefler pertly re-
plied that he did not conslder It neces-
sury to ncorpornte every teitle In the
Counell records, or words to that effect,

The Engle at that tlme sald  the
Clerk's otflee should e Investhgnted
and poluted out that the netlon of this
depurtment of the elty's pubille serviee
In connectlon with this exteaordinary
tleal  hax been exceadingly peculinr.
Now, however, the chnrge lhas  heen
openly made that Clty Clerk  “Billle**
Loetier himself Is nctually engnged In
lohbying for the passage of 1 new ors
dinanee whkich will glive to this private
corporution the right to own, oceupy
nd opernte the enormous space under
the streets of Chleago whileh It has
selzed and converted Into tunnels to
the exclusion of the publle and the tnx-
piuyers who constroeted amd who own
the strects: a glft of such enorimous
vilue that the question nntueally nrises,

What can be the Influence which ope-|

rates to the favorable conslderntlon of
our Clty Fathers of sueh o proposition,
wd to nduee the Clity Clerk to lohby
for It? Upon this point The Bagle de-
slres to gquote from the Chicago Ameri-

can, It says In its morning edition of
June i:
“The  Ameriean  would  especinlly

warn the Aldermen In this connection
to bewnre of City Clerk Loefler, who In
one of the most netlve and effective
workers for this ordinanee, Mr, Loeff-
ler, It must bhe admitted, i a very affa-
ble and aceommoedating Indiyvidnal, His
gool will Is often n very good thing to
havae by one whe is much nbout the
Clty Hall, But My, Loetler has o way
of getting lmo®ent and obliging Alder
men o support mensures that later
entuse them tronble,

“Therefore, when Mpr, Loeiller, In-
stend of taking yon up into o high
wonntaln, twkes you off Into a dark
corner of the Clyy Hall and proceeids to
tell you what o tine thing it would be
If you would only be necommodating
nnd vote for this ordinance, you will
save yourselt much fature embarrass-
ment by saying to him promptly: ‘Get
thee behlmd me, Loettlep,

Agnin The Eagle suggests that the
Girudd Jury Investigote the conduet of
the Clty Clerk's office, and find out,
among other things, by what vight an
officer of the City Councll, and ex-offi-
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tiuken to lobby for the passage of a
pending measure,

It conld nlso Inguire It the City Clerk
himself ever ealls the roll of the Clty
Counell on the pussage of the Import-
unt ovdinnnees, nnd If w0, whether he
would conshider it proper to eall the rvoll
on one for which he has lobbled? Fur
ther, It might be well to ind out wheth-
er the Counell vecord I ever read or
slmply confirmed In n perfunctory man-
ner on motlon of some Alderman, An
Inquiry nlong these lnes  wonld une
doubtedly be highly Interesting.

The history of the Hlinols Telephione
and  Telegraph  enterprise, from the
piussage of the oviginal ondinanee up to
dute, s also o most peculine one, nml
would, we belleve, prove not only Ine
tevesting, but productive of benetieinl’
resitlts for the taxpayers of Chileago If
propevly amd thoroughly Investigated
by the Inquisitorinl body of Cook
County,

In Its oviginal form It was, us our
contemporary, the Amerlean, says,
shinple tranehise to put In o competing
telephone system,

When, some monthin after the pass-
uge of the so-called HDilnols ‘Telephone
aml “Telegeaph ordinnnes, mysterlous
looking structures appeared upon the
shdewnlks nand wagon loads of rubhle
erushicd stone and similar materlf) be-
g to be dally poursd down durk
shults opening Into caverns under the
streets, the publlie bégan to wonder
whnt was up. Tons upon tons of this
st were poured down Into these env-
ernous openings day after day, until
people began to ask each other If the
clty or somelady else wis constructing
an underground boulevard throughout
the elty,
nobody seemed 1o eare very muaeh,

It tinglly leaked out that the myste-
rlouw work was helng carvled out by the
Hinels Pelephone and Telegrmph Com-
pany, under o shaple franchise which
allowsd the company to lustall g tele-
phoue system gl nothing more,

Then it was discoverad that the com-
pany. instead of putting In o condult
sttllelent to convey Its wires to Its cus-
tomers hiad constructad an enormous
system of tunuels large enough almost
to run o street ear service through.

Bome enterprising Aldermen  discoy-
ered the seope amd extent of the work
thut was belpg carvled on under the
gulse of o simple welephone ordinance
amd ealsod n hue amd ery over it, Bat
sotehow It has all been smothered
up or smoothed over'so that the pub-
llie has  apparenily heen  hypnotized
Into acqulescence info the approprin-
tlon of an enormous amount of the
spuee under the strects of the cliy
amd the consiruction of n tremendons
subway system of Incaleulable  value,
not oue word snhowt which was men-
tloned o the ordinapee or franchisoe
under which the work Is helng done,

Not only hons all this been aceoms-
plshid, but on top of the whole thing
it Is now coolly proposed (o pass an-
other ordinanee authorlzing the 1l
nols  Telephone aud Telegraph Com-
pany to utilizge this subway sysiem,
constructed without authority of law,
for the teansportntion of porcels,
frelght, and other matters by means

—

Nohady seemed to know, and |
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HON. ALEXANDER H. REVELL.

The Great Merchant Who Would Make a Fine Mayor.
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press systems through them will be
provided for aml even the Unired
Rintes malls, it s nlleged, may be de-
Hversd through them, so by virtue of
the  supplementary  ordinance, If I
should pass, this [nstitution which be-
gnn operntlons ox 0 telephone  com-
pauy will wind up as an express com-
pany. o frelght lHoe, o branch of the
Uniged Staten mnlls, and heaven Knows
what not, nmd this Is the ondinanee
for which, It Ix chiarged, our precions
Clty Clerk In now engnged In lobhy-
Ing. -

But there Is no t!ulllll that this thme

there will be “something dolog™ If the
telephone tunnel outrage s perpetra-
tedd, This thme the Grand Jury shonld
and whl be appested to, nud If Btate's
Attorney  Deneen displnys  nnything
Hke hix usunl  perspleacity,  keenness
and desive to subserve the ends of jus-
thee, some clty oflleinls may thnd Tt
hilghly unpleasant,

The Grand Jury should begin with
the Chty Clerk's otfiee, 1t shioukd go
Into the manner In which the general
business of that oflee Is belng cone
tueted, and partiealarly the manner in
which the Counell records are being
kept,  The recent peeuline Ineldent In
connectlon with the passnge of cor-
tiln Important amendments to the or-
dinanee In question, should  also e
gone Into, amd the fullure of the rec
ords to properly ser our in foll these
vitally lmportant amendments should
e eareflly investignted,  Then the
wemhers of the Clty Counell conld e
Investigated,  The full history or this
extrnordinary  deal wonld mnke ex-
cocdingly  luteresting  vonding  from
start to fnlsh for the publle, 1t Is o
be hoped that the Grand Jury will not
fuil to ke the matter up nt onee, aml
It I8 hoped, above all, that the conduct
of the City Clerk’s oice will be in-
vestignted thest,

A,

In the Loeffler column of one of oy
contemporaries oceurs  the following
steange nnd unintelligible ltem of news
concerning  the complnint which has
been mnde regavding the alleged Inter.
ference  of  the police In the Bocond
Ward primaries:

Mayor IHorlson remarked: "I have
gont the st of men who they sald were
on the payrolls and dolng nothing but
play politles to Commissloner Blockl,
with Instructions they must be told to
contine thele politics to hours they are
not worklng for the eity,

“As for (VBrien, he Is, as they said,
a gooil offfeer, and when the opportu
nity comes I will make him a captaln
regardless of polities,”

It I8 vefreshing to hear the Mayor
discussing Lis orders to the men *who
do nothing but play polities” to “confine
thelr politics to hours when they ara
not working for the city." According
to the complaint discussed by the mat-

of pueumatic tubes and other cou- |

o, that would be all the time. What
W ‘40  the } N b

But not less interesting nod extraor
tinary Is the Mayor's declaention that

he “will make u captain out of Palice !

Lientenant O'Brien.”  Whille we hiave
no doubt Lieutenant O'Brlen Jx desory
Ing of promotion, The Eagle cannm
help  asking Moyor Haoarelson  wlhere
doew the Clvil Berviee Commission come
I, und how about Chief O'Nelll: won't
he be consulted at ol in the muotter?
But perhaps the  Mayor only forgn
Ifmxelf for o feeting  moment il
slmply let the eat out of the ng von
cerning these pollee promotlons,

Presldent  Powers  amd  Secretary
Burke, of the County Democraey, ex
pressed the determinntion at the thme
the new departure In the polley of the
club wan declded upon to make of the
County Democracy the geeat and most
powertul politieal erganization In the
West, That they lhave come pretty
nenr pecomplishing this olbject the nn-
merleal strength, the conditlon of or-
gunization and the standing generally
of the County Democrey to-day, conm-
paved with what It was sIX months ugo,
I proof enongh, If proof were needml,
Both of these gentlomen nre Known to
be men of their words In polities,
When they say they are about to do
something o the lne of politieal agita-
tlom  or organlzathon, they generally
Know Just what they are talking about
and Invarvinbly go abont beinglng out
results In the right way,

Everybody who knew anything ahout
men and afales In the loeal pollthal
feld Kuew that [0 was no Ldle bonst
which  was then uttered by Messes,
Powoers amwd Burke, anid this year's ple-
he will demonstrate beyond o donht

that they have suceeeded In eonverting |

the famous moreling elab into a polit-
lenl organlzation thnr must be reckonsd
with In all futnre Demoeratic cam
padgns In Chleago, Cook Connty and the
Btate of Hinols,

Mavor Harvlson hias ordersd his gl
visory committes to recommend bt
three names for the varions othees to
be  filled by the Demoeratie County
Conventlon,  Probably that is the num-
ber that  has done buslness with his
Bide Partoer Loether,

)

Havrlson s sald (o be o stockholder
in the elephone monopoly,  Wateh
hlm!

3

One of the mystevlies of the City Hall
Is the manuer o which all ordingnees
wlmed at the telephone monopoly are
“simothered in committee  The nys-
tery will soon be solved,

B

Every member of  the Legislature
elected this year shoulid be pledged to
put an end to the telephone extortion,

j

The strlke may be settled, but the
paople will settle Harrison pext &

Nyl
lligta, &

|II|-m|||_\' will finish his ofelnl earcer
andd it onght to,

The telophone mumqmiy OWDS 0 I

Jorlty of the Aldermen, Mark them!

| Of course Mayor Harrison had  to
tuke his slde partner, “Bily" LoefHer,
with him to settle the strike

When the distinguished visiting orva-
tors take the platform to addross the
[Conuty  Democency they will witness
[ the ware slght of o great polltieal o
[ ganlzation kept togethdr und malntain
Ll mot by the coheslve power of publie
plunder, not by n lively sense of politi-
‘--nl favors to come, nor for the pur-
poes of kpolls or payroll, but for the
purposeof Induciug all the voters of the
Democralte paety to take a hand in the
| selectlon of delegates to the convention
whileh shall nnme the party's  cnmll-
dutes for offles, and thus not ouly “glv-
ing the people a chapes,” but actually
forelng the people to take o hand In the
nombation of the party's candidates
for the publle offlces and the handling
of the affales of county and of State,
Much o slght Is Indeed rave, and will,
w belleve, be daly apprecinted by the
distinguished gentlemen whe will -
dress the stulwart Democeacy of Cook
County on this hoportant amd  auspi-
i clous ocenslon,

With o great tlouvish of trmnnpets the
Exeontive Committes of  the general
| Ndvisory Commlttes of  “silk stoek-
[ Ings" met the other day and adopted a
| plntform for the Democreatle  connty
L eonvention which meets on June 14,
There I8 only one way by which this
“siggostive” platform  should  he ul
| lowadd 1o come before the convention
il that b= o the regulor parcliamen
ey way, throngh the hamds of a rog:
ularty - elected  delegation amd  atfter

BLOW AT PROSPERITY.

Attack by Newspapers and Demagogs
Strikes at the Packing Industry,
Which Made Chicago.

If Successful Will Only Result in Throwing
Hundreds of Thousands Out of Em-
ployment.

The Public Will Gain Nothing but Higher
Prices and Miserably Inadequate Meat
Supplies.

Scarcity of Corn and Hay and Not Pack-
ers’ Combine Cause of Present
Increase.

Teamsters’ Union Trouble Nou) Fortunately
Settled Through Arbitration and Satisfac-
tory Concessions All Around.

What between the federnl goverus
ment authorities and the newspapers
there seems to be a well-definsd polley
to destroy the great packing Industries
of Chlcago,

The newspapers and the demagogues
who are engoged In abusing the pack-
ors Just now are dolng the country
wnd partlenlarly this ¢ity) more harm
than all the rest of Its envimles put to-
gether,

The maln hue and cry ralsed agaiust
the great Industries which have made
Chicago what It is, is the high price for
TGS,

Now, any fale, unbinsed judge of the
situntion will admit that the packers
are not primarvily vesponsible for this
Igh prices for corn and coreils caise
high prices for cartle,

Lt 1% o poor rule that won't work both
wuys, and the wave of  prospority
which has forced up the price of fesd
Ing stuf's also must naturally have the
effect of forcing up the price of pro-
duets which rely upon sueh feading
stufls,  But there are eauses other thian
the prosperons thnes responsible for
the cnormous incrense In the prlee of
corn,  Contlnued dronght during the
past few years In the corn gl hay pros
duelng distriers have oceasioned such
searclty In both corn aml hay as to
winke the fesding and fattening of st
tle for the market an excecdingly cost
Iy business, There lite been much talk
In this connection, by the way, about
removing the tnell on forelgn meat ns
a panacen for this condition, Serious
thinkers elalm that this wounll have
divectly the opposite effect, It wonld
vesult In shaply driving the native eat-
the mafser out of business, bhecanse 1o
bring In eodlnons forelgn  competitlon
right on top of an extrnordinary sceare.
iy i eattle foml stuls conld have o
other elect,

Thils would leave the country at the
merey of the forelgn ment prodacers of
other conniries,

Thus it cnn be easlly seen why the
prlee of ment I8 high Just sow, It i
Deviuse the price of eattle Is high, The
redtson the price of cattle I8 so wneh
higher than heretofores 18 becanse It
costs soo el more to eadse cattle, Pl
Fedison It costs soo el wmore to mise
cattle s becanse food staffs for eattle
e S0 senrees The reason cattle fooil

wards theough the Committes on Reso- |
Iutlons, to which It shiould be refepped. |
There pre some suggestions contalned |
in the “platform™ which  woulid  no |
doubt bave been offersd In the conven: |
tion had the Advisory Committee never
ek and "i'ulln[nuh'll"' i there Is also
sotte bopeombe whieh should thd s
winy to the waste basket in the Com
mittee on Resolutlons,

Vhes “Hdings" of the Adyisory Cone
mlrtee gres Bowever, more fully dis

eussiedd olsew here b this edltion of e |
Fagle,
I the Drmocratie party wiants to

adapt o veally popualar plank o s plat
formi—ote that will eateli votes by the
thonsmml, et ft declnre In conventlon
assembled peninst the conventigs cau
ens, and let the convention act up to it
A Doemocratle conventlon without o
prellimlnaey “eancns™ will be o unique
as well ns a welcome Innovation in Coolk
Connty polities.  The County Democ-
raey should demoand the abolltlon of
enucus dictation next Sunday, amd at

ahnnal plenle In the name of all the

stufls are scarce 18 beeause of e
dronght,  The dionght 1s an act ol
'rovidence—amd there you are,

Yoo the great packing Industrles are
too b persecuted and hneeled hecanse
thoy have been forem] to combine for
thelr own protection agalost comditlons
for which Providence alone s primari-
Iy responsible,

Suppose thoy are not
transuet thele business
wiay?  Whnt good will
frmd

Wao ‘confoss we oan see nothing but
barm, The packers will not continne (o
do business gt continual s heavy loss
They will go out of hushiess, elther
temporarily  or  pernmnently,  Whni
wonki be the vesultt  We wouli have
thousands of heads of fambles thrown
ont ol smploy ment all over the country
and rlght here In Chicago,

The pmount of employment thus e
stroyed or done away with can hardly
be estimated, owlng to the innumerable
ramitications of the buslness, Sufce

nllowid  to
In their own
result there

work.  Meantime It is asked, what
gonl woulid ncerue to the general pub-
He IT the packers went out of business?
Nearly everybody of sense agrees ln the
opinion that Instead of good, the result
would be slmply disastrous. 'We would
bave to return to the old crude, back-
wools way of dolng business. Every
buteher would have to do his own buy-
Ing and slaughtering. We would have
sl slanghter houses seattered  all
over the clty, lttle placos 111 equipped
and more than lkely to become dan-
Herous nulsances, Does anybody think
that with thelr crude  arrangements
gich places or markets conld supply
meat ot a8 reasonable prices ag i the
great paeking houses, with thelr vast
plants and acemomodations, were ligune
dling the supply. And us for the quals
ity of the meats with which the public
would be supplied through innumerable
Hitle comblned buteher and slaughter-
Ing houges, the least sold on that point
the better,

Democrats talk of the following law-
yers for Judiclal candidates: Edwanl o,
Brown, Willlam I*. Black, Donuld L.
Morvill, Willlnm Prengiss, 1), €, Rame
sy, Clayton K. Creafts, P, MeHugh,
Goeorge B, Foster, John I, MeGoony,
Danlel J, MeMalion, Austin O, Sexton,
M. L. Thackaberry, Andrew J, IRtyan,
Charles Werno, Edgae Bronson "ol
i, Gustave J, Tatge, Miles 1, De-
Vine, dereminh 1 O°Connell, Robert
Redtield, George Mills Rogers, Willlan:
Howard  Fltzgerald, Granville W,
Browning, Sydney  Steln, James O,
Dooley, M. A, La Buy. Shmeon I,
Shope, H. Perkinson, Slgmuml Zoels-
ler, Johne ¥, Waters, Morels 8t 1%
Thonmas,

OF conrse the new stoke ord i nee
Wl be signed by Mayor Haeelson, If
for no other reason, beciause 10 caters
foone o his faddisms—a multiplicity
of burenus.  To the pubdie, however, |t
would seenwt as 10 it really nmonntod 1o
nothing wore than that whileh ¢ seeks
too ermwidleate, T central Wea of the
ordinanee I supervislon of new Ll
Ings with o view to the geperal fne
stallution of smoke-consuming plants.
The idea or abolishing the stk piis
wnee produeed by plants of bulldings
now ereetsl, by superintending thoss
of bulldings now In conrse of ereetlon
I amusing,

As for the  “hurean,”  overybody
knows that It the present able and
prinstaking smoke inspoctor hod not
lad s stafl cuc out by the lnst ape
proprintion Bl something  praciloal
cotld be done vight along In the dipee
thom of ar least veducing the aidsatons
Loy 20 Bk,

People who have done husiness with
Lo Bl Manson “& Col of the Boand of
Trade ave poguestod 1o address 1 G0
Phe Bagle o,

Slgmund  Zelslor's  nombnatlon  for
cither the Cleeult o Buperior  Court
honch seems to be assaeed, e woitlid
undonbitedly be one of  the sirongest
candidates on the tekor, and It Is als
most certaln that he waonld by electod,

Did you ever do any business with

e




